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THE WEEKLY LETTER. Richmond cannot afforc 

Leaving Washington from the 
"Union Depot, where Oarfield was 
shot, the place where he fell being 
marked by a gold star let into the 
floor, the tourist takes a 
country railroad to Richmond by 
way of Fredericksburg. The train 
eases itself across about 
water called the Potouian, and di¬ 
rectly arrives in Alexandra, nnd 
runs ( _ 

what can be seen from the steam- 
car windows, Alexandria is a fall¬ 
en down, decayed town, 
that portions of the city are very 


Patton. Jarnee W. Ruckman's 
second wife was Miss Caroline Ar- 
lxigast, from near Green Bauk. 

Her sons were Renick and Otho 
Rurkmau. Otho lives near Buffa¬ 
lo Mountain, beyond Green Bank, 
and is well known as an indus¬ 
trious citizen and a good singer. 

Her di u 'hter, Nancy Priscilla | ' n ( die 
Ruckman. 

Slaven 


1 to make BIOORAPHIC NOTES. 

tbo result Fifty years ago one of the most 
and ornn- active public men- in lower Poca- 
nut much Rout is was David Little Ruckman, 
it, is Gin- Constable of the Levels District. 

lie was tall nnd wiry in person, 
quick and nervous iu his inove- 
incuttt, nnd usually rode in a rapid 
The p et-n>ot." lie always meant business, 
ai d lawns border ] n nd when he went to collect a debt 
the money or property had to be 
iu evidence. Were an arrest to be 
made, he nearly always found the 

_ person that was wanted. His home 

said | to Pocohontas people, ns iu that wan in die cove near Marvin to the 

one right of the road passing to Mill 
t, nnd i6 now occupied by Col 
John W. Ruckman nnd son, Math¬ 
ews. His ancestry is traceable, 
according to Colonel John W. 


CASH AND GIVEN FREE 
PRIZES EACH MONTH 


is that it is-the pi 
meat of the city, i 
more. Last, bnt gr 

cross-1 terB improved ground A outside the 
city, with itoniue miles of the fin¬ 
est road in ’tbe country, and other 
a mile of | in Proportion 

tiest hedges 

these roads, end a visit to Rich- 

through a dismal street. "’From | moud is not complete without n 

drive over this wonderful estate 
The Soldiers’ Home is of inter- 


the Master.’’ It was a petition in 
a good and wise man’s prayer, 
which falling on the ear of the 
writer, has long dwelt iu her mem¬ 
ory. 

In this busy, hurrying age when 
so many are working at fever-heat 
i Church, as well as out of it, 
when our books and papers, the 
t, _ sermons wc hear, even intercourse 
tier son w jt|, friends, all seem to stimulate 
to yet greater activity, that prayer 
n the Stntcs for simple willingness falls like a 


Total glwn during 12 not. 1897, $40,800,00 WRAPPERS 


now Mr 
near Mill Point. 

Orin is a skillful printc 

In the war betwee: _ ^ __ 

James W. Ruckman espoused the|' Mdui upon^the overwrought. There 
Confederate cause, and belonged 
to Captain William L. McNecI - 
company. While on a scout near I appointed pli 


are some of us—not a few—whose 
hands are not idle, but who chafe 
h |and fret against the bounds of our 
. lace, and look longing- 
.. , .-he was cap- ly towanls what 

ured nnd sent to Fort Delaware. }' ir *? or . 
riience he was sent to Richmond ,. m . , . 88 . ,on ’ 


It is l,__ 

__ _* , I retreat Josephus F, •Snyder, 

beautiful, but it is certain that} 0 * the ,uo 9 f brilHaut Ottonioys who | Point 

at this bar, 

'eai^f his life. 

Ivt^Bdolph, Presi- 

the route from Washington and | deu * °[ Trustees, the | Ruckman's recollection, to David 

in, nn Englishman, who 
this home into existence, nnd who Lulled in New Jersey. His son, 

works now aajhnrd nS ever to main-i David, born in New Jersey, nnd 

was sung by the minie-bnlls and * n ' n '•> wn8 oue the famous I married to a Miss Little, eaine to 
shells. One lino of that song was eighteen men of Mosby s men who Hntli County, and was one of the 
continually being repented by the swore they would never surrender. first settlers iu the Back Valley of 
shefls as they came buzzing over * he object in view in establish- Back Creek, on a farm now iu the 
the river, saying, ‘ Which - un, ' n 8 this retreat wns % to save from possession of WilliamP.Campbell, 
which-un, which-an—you!” the nlms-houscs and the disgrace David Ruckmnii.^e settlor, be- 

Let us draw a veil over the mem- pauperism those Confederate j, nn j„ Hie unbroken forest nnd 
ory of the barren moorlnnd nnd veterans who had doin' good ser- (» u jlt up n home. He died there, 


therfe-musPlW a great *<1^1 r>t uris-- h*' ,e 8Ter 

ery in the midst. * * spentlhpi 

The mnin point of interest on Majof ? 


; we deem n* 
work. l)o not the won Is 
a higher sphere of ac- 
so '-much in everyone’s 
mouth nowadays, too often atenl 
between ns and a simple willing¬ 
ness 1 We are too prone— 


Richmond is Fredericksburg where I mnn wbo hns done most to bring | Ruckma 
so much flghtiug was had; where 
the “Song of the Rnppaliannock” 


muinni U .ucv iuug, oi men- to look too eagerly Deyond to some 
olns County. Her daughter lie- great work w» should love to do 
came the second wife of Levi f° r dip Master, while wo count as 
Waugh, near Edray, and she is “V«>n..io,rand unclean” what He 
... } , .., . himself has laid before our hands, 

survived by three children, two We pant to serve Him amidst the 

daughters and a son, Grover throng, He enlls us to the desert. 

Waugh. place. 

Ollio W. Ruckman's second wife n,d l ,rn y f°r strength to 

was Miss Mary Frances Twyman, the tortures of the Iiiquisi- 

near Edray, whose father perished you mv ,i may , )ei Hlreit^th to darn 

in the “Twyman Flood.” She is a the family hose.” 

descendant of Alexander Waddell. We may fondly think, (nnd de- 

the pioneer, * great-granddaughter veive ourselves), how grnndly we 

hy her mother’s side, the late wid- ,n, »f ht ? rve , the faster »>' 8Uch 

ow of Thomas Nicholas, on the from cnre ;’ one; . lf j ho( , 

Indian Draft. only uiy lit a’lh,” moans another; 

Clarissa Ruckman. oldest (laugh- "If the Lord would but lift this 

ter of David L. Ruckman, married t ‘ ro88 ' wails a third. Yet how wo 

Peter Overt,oh. and is now dead. f( ? r « et tlmt , wb, “. we . nwd fo . r M . W ‘ r - 
M , , 'ice anywhere ih simple willing- 

Mary Ruckman, another daugh- IieKB t() .. (Jo Iiext *hat- 

ter, married Jacob. Cat-kley, whom ever or whenever it may be. 
she survives, and she resides on A simple willingness to serve 
Stamping Creek, w ith ner nephew ^he Lord Christ in the hy)Miths as 
Wallace -• well as upon the highway! How 

r f i • i t> would the Church, aye the world, 

Catherine Ruckman married Pe- ^ ruw in Krace if t i 10 servants of the 

ter McNeel. She is dead, but is Lord more frequently nnd sincere- 
survived by her daughter, Mrs J. ly lifted and practised this boauti- 
S. Moore, uear Marvin. petition, 

David RnvlMiian, Jr., young- “More careful not to serve Tliee much, 
est of D. L. Ruckman’s sons, was a But I ,lea *8 Tliee perfectly.” 


No Use Talking ^ 

mm A 130XJT HARD TIMES, 

When One Dollar will Buy as much at Sol Davis’ 
Big Store, as Two Dollars will Buy at other 

Stores. 


1 have literally plungsd the-knife into my former low pri;es to ijuickbn sales 
and the result is Been in the increased number of customers at my store. Do 
you want to share in Hie Bargains now offered in Clothing, Boots, and Shoos, 
Ladiee' and Gentlemen's Furnishing Goods, Dry Goods, Underwear, etc.,—if so 
, call at 


SOL DAVIS 
Big Store. 


“““ 

Suits for men from 4.00 up worth 8.50_ 

Boys’Suits iuc worth l.io 

Men’s Overcoats 4 50 were sold tor 8...0 

A good pair of Ladle* Shoes for 1.00 

Ladies’ Cloaks and Capes, this year’s styles, at correspondingly low 
rices as every tiling else. 

We especially invite those wbo have not dealt «ith u. CW ona,^ all! 


Home Print 


^ People of Pocahontas County o. 
best papers for the price in the State, 


Pearls of Thought ■” ,,0,e cities in Estremndura 

’ '"* v « disapiieared, and their sites 

lolive always as in the pres- «re covered with furze and broom, 
euce of God is to have the highest '• not with drifting sand. A great 

part of New Castile is a desert,and 
vast tracts of sbiftiug sand extend 
along the northern foot of the Sier¬ 
ra ile Guatlarrutna. 

“The decrease of population,’' 
says Iteclus, “was unfortunately at- 
M ., . „ t ? n ' ,e ‘ 1 hy a return toward barba- 

Nothing pays smaller dividends rism. In the province of Salomon 
in spiritual results than making a ca * once famous for its industry and 
specialty of discovering the short- 1,8 culture, are uow to be found the 
comings of others. “barbarious Batuecas,” who are 

Experience alone ib unoonqner- ‘ d,ar K < ‘d with not being aide to dis- 
able conviction. tjngnisii the seasons. Their women 

dJSJsx't prnye [ iB ,ik : 

iTvir hI 1 l b L ° .u COUrt; T ret I)ecliue i8 characteristic to the 
prayer like entering the inner tom- whole country exoept the provinceof 

8Son . P ®- Noue entt'rs the inner tern- Catalonia, whose people are o? a 
Mathews, married Miss Margaret P‘® who is not found in the outer different race. Catalouia practical- 
Hogsi'tt, only daughter of Josiah col ^ r ^ Every want, every grief, ly supports tfie rest of Spain. Here 

T. Hogsett, Esq., and father and Zlll tBmpt f tio , n J ' be I (0 P'' l «t‘on increases, with in- 

,, everv friend, and every foe should dustry and weatb, largely thro the 

son dwell under the Bame prosper- be objects of prayer. But prayer care or the earth aud forests, which 
oils and happy roof. for spiritual blessings for ourselves Ike Castilians have contemptuously 

Many years since Colonel Ruck- an< l others is the essence of prayer, neglected, 
man lost his hearing. Lately one Ami spiritual blessings consist . Spain, by allowing its soil to lapse 

of bis eves was seriously affected ?. h . ,ofly t ! 1 ? * ift of the Ho| y mt0 n de, ® rt » l "' 8 wasted the re- 
Q . ; . . y , | ’ Ghost. Nothing is given us but which might to day, if they 

Before he was overtaken by these hy the Holy Spirit. He is the bnd dee " cherished, be supporting 
afflictions none seemed to have messenger. He takes of the things witb suc ces8 the great and final teat 
better prospects for wealth and ad- of Christ and gives them to us.— mu*!, * be nBl ' on * 8 undergoing. 

vancement and social nrominence. M*ry Lyon. SSn? wilh?,!?^ i ' 1 Vr | gb , t , di ‘! in " 0t 

tv .. r , * ---- spreak without historical justiflca- 

.iames Watts Kuckmun, was nil- geographic. Hon when he snid “The nation 

other member of David L. Ruck- u Wirillu » •, . . winch neglects its forests is surely 

man’s family. He timt married “can iou tell m“ anvfcn **'***'«*■ ‘he trees go. 
Miss Caroline fruffey, daughter of the shape of the earth?” Companion. * CCay ’” T, ' e Y ° ntl ' 8 

Patrick Bruffey, Esq., near Green “Only what my father found out . __ 

Bank, By this mnrrjnge there wan di tlie newspaper.” If the Greeks bearing gifts were 

one son, William Wallace Ruck- ^WJint ia that?" to be feared, as the old adage said 

r; , who now r„,ido, ne.r Mill .h 


/i.oo per Year 


There 


“vu« on me o.u uom««*d 
hanged in Missouri the „ , 

or murder nnd he was a " e " „ He ^ « n 

His money could not Highland, 1824, nnd was eight 
All honor to Misuouri. y^nrs old when the family moved 
ublicnn Springfield. to this county. He married Miss 

lapping has no per- ?S° rot A “ ^°° re ' dau « bt ® r of 
y hut freedom; freedom * v,lllAm and Christina (Dodds) 
irtue; virtue none but Moore, near Edray. Mr Moore was 
and neither freedom, a son of the distinguished pioneer 

hunter and scout Moses Moore. 
Colonel J. W. Ruckman’] 


serves 


oertainly an insignificant-looking 
state building, Beside it is situat¬ 
ed the oity hall,, erected at an ex¬ 
pense of a million and a half dol- 
lars. The new library building iB 
very beautiful, with a lot of pic¬ 
tures of the great men of Virginia. 

A i -, TT v , . Nobody is in the ejty Jopg be. 

-YYctvertise your Wares and VVan+s fore he hen™ a lot of a man who 
Our rates artl always low enough is never tired of spending money 
to warrant your patronage. 

• • • • 

Our Job Department has been renewed, and 
we guarantee satisfaction. Wedding invita- 


GIVES YOU YOUR COUNTY PAPER 


a lot of a man who 


is never 

on improvements, and who has Christian religion.—Josiah Quincy 
done more for Richmond, in a ma- - T 

terial sense, than any man living My Dally Life, 

there. Yet the middle-aged peo- What U the meaning of my daily life, 
pie of the town can remember It8 drudgery, ite endless petty strife, 
when tills millionaire sold tobacco ® h ’ deadl J certainty of common things 
nnd cignre from a little stand, and 
when he was worth very little in 
money. The man referred to ie 
Major Ginter, of cigarrette fame, 


WE HAVE THE BEST PRINTING PLANT OUT 
SIDE A LARGE TOWN IN THE STATE. 


Teach me Thy secret; let me learn of 


children, puffing away at the vile The lot of workingman, his trials bear, 
cigarettes, have enriched Ginter, 

and Ginter has enriched the city Help me to feel that Thou dost work 

by at least three notable improve- with me ’ 

ments. His residence is a marvel In “ r ‘ h,y tMk,, ’ in hew «"fr 1 with 

of elegance and completeneee; the And ye J’ar Lord, with tl.ee U always 
Jefferson Hotel is oue of the best heaven- 
hotels in the United States, aud it I s«o my common lot hath blessed leav- 
is maintained in snob style that en.-Interior. 


We have a plan by which Farmers can get 

TOOL CHESTS FREE 

Oo.UlnU.of (Int-rl.M qo.lltr (*n»r»nU.,ll nrr, tool—A«»«, 8 «w« tad PUnM Iula4«4 —bmmuct 
t„ rf|Mir T.hklM, iiiu-liliiM or build » boiua. TIitm twu-wut aUinpu aud Ih. a.ra. o? (hi. ptpwr 
lot p«Hf«pn». _Powell tlllBcr & (JbrmlR*! Co» Uol.l.orc 'lfd. 




























